
Mousehole
Southwest England overflows 

with picturesque pint-sized 
ports, but this is one of the best.

Lacock
Well-preserved medieval village 
– unsurprisingly used frequently 
as a TV and movie set.

Lavenham  
A wonderful collection of exquisitely 
preserved medieval buildings virtually 
untouched since the 15th century.

Goathland  
One of Yorkshire’s most attractive 
villages, complete with village green 
and traditional steam railway station.

Culross
Scotland’s best-preserved 

17th-century village, familiar to fans 
of TV’s Outlander as Cranesmuir.

Beddgelert
A conservation village of rough 

grey stone buildings in the heart 
of Snowdonia National Park.

Southwold  
Genteel old-style 
seaside town with 
lovely beach, charming 
pier and famous rows 
of colourful beach huts.

Holkham Bay  
A pristine expanse of sand 
perfumed by the pine forest 
beside it and with giant Norfolk 
skies stretching overhead.

Scarborough  
The original British beach resort, 
where ‘sea-bathing’ first began, 
way back in the 17th century.

Tongue
Sea lochs penetrate the 
rocky coast in this wild 
stretch of Scotland’s north.

Gower Peninsula
Family-friendly beaches and 

surfer hang-outs, backed by sand 
dunes and tranquil farmland. 

Llandudno
Beachside Punch-and-Judy 
shows, a step-back-in-time 

pier and a classic esplanade.

Northumberland National Park
England’s last great wilderness; 
walk along the finest remaining 
section of Hadrian’s Wall.

Outer Hebrides
Head here for some of 

the best surfing and 
windsurfing in Europe.

Ben Nevis
The highest peak in the 

British Isles attracts many 
wannabe mountaineers.

Yorkshire Dales
Compact collection of moors, 
hills, valleys, rivers, cliffs and 
waterfalls; perfect for easy 
strolls or hardy treks.

The best-known slice of nature 
in Wales, with the grand but 
surprisingly accessible peak 
of Snowdon at its heart.

The landscape that inspired William 
Wordsworth is one big activity park for cycling, 

walking, rock climbing and water sports.

Tate Modern & Tate Britain
While Tate Britain is full of the finest 

local works, London’s other Tate 
focuses on modern art in all its glory.

BALTIC
Newcastle’s very own ‘Tate of 
the North’; work by some of 
contemporary art’s biggest 
showstoppers.

V&A Museum of Design Dundee
Brand-new gallery dedicated to the 
best of Scottish and international art 
and design.

Barber Institute of Fine Arts
With works by Rubens, Turner 
and Picasso, this Birmingham 
gallery is no lightweight.

National Museum Cardiff
Collection of Welsh artists, plus 

works by Monet, Renoir, Van 
Gogh, Bacon and Hockney.

Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum
A Victorian cathedral to culture with a 

bewildering array of exhibits, from a Spitfire 
plane to stuffed animals to Scottish art.

St Paul’s Cathedral
A symbol of the city for 

centuries, and still an essential 
part of the London skyline.

Canterbury Cathedral 
The mother ship of the Anglican 
Church, attracting pilgrims and 
visitors from the world over.

Melrose Abbey
The finest of all the great 

Border abbeys; Robert the 
Bruce’s heart is buried here.

York Minster
One of the world’s most beautiful 
medieval Gothic buildings; especially 
renowned for its windows.

Fountains Abbey
Extensive ruins set in more 

recently (18th century!) 
landscaped water gardens.

St David’s Cathedral
An ancient place of 
worship in Britain’s 

smallest city.

Tower of London
Landmark of the capital, patrolled 
by famous Beefeaters and 
protected by legendary ravens.

Blenheim Palace
A monumental baroque 
fantasy and one of Britain’s 
greatest stately homes.

Edinburgh Castle
Playing a pivotal role in Scottish history, 
both as a royal residence and military 
stronghold, since the 11th century.

Chatsworth House
The quintessential stately 
home, a treasure trove of 
heirlooms and works of art.

Carreg Cennen
The most dramatically 

positioned fortress in Wales, 
in a lonely stretch of Brecon 

Beacons National Park.

Beaumaris Castle
With its perfect, symmetrical 

design, this is what every 
sandcastle maker aspires to.
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YORK D2
With its Roman remains and Viking heritage, ancient 
city walls and maze of medieval streets, the city is a 
living showcase for the highlights of English history.

L AKE DISTRICT C 2
William Wordsworth and his Romantic friends were the 
fi rst to champion the charms of the Lake District, and 
it’s not hard to see why. Soaring mountains, whaleback 
fells, razor-edge valleys and glistening lakes make this 
craggy corner of the country the spiritual home of 
English hiking.

LIVERPOOL C 2
A hardscrabble town with a reputation for wit and 
an obsessive love of football, Liverpool also has an 
impressive cultural heritage. Slaters Bridge, Lake District 

National Park, England
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NORTHWEST HIGHL ANDS COAST C1
Words fail to describe the variety of the splendour 
that unfolds as you cross this awe-inspiring landscape 
of desolate moorlands, brooding mountains, fertile 
coastal meadows and stunning white-sand beaches. 

SK YE C1
With jagged mountains, velvet moors and towering sea 
cliff s, Skye’s scenery never fails to impress. For those 
misty days, there are plenty of castles, local museums 
and cosy pubs to keep you amused.

MULL C 2
With black basalt crags, blinding white sand and emer-
ald waters, Mull has some of Scotland’s fi nest scenery 
and provides excellent bird- and wildlife-watching.

GLEN COE C 2
Scotland’s most famous glen is also one of its grandest. 
It has a bloody history but now off ers genteel pursuits 
such as hiking and skiing.

WHISK Y DISTILLERIES C1
So many distilleries, so little time – blaze your own 
trail around the self-proclaimed malt-whisky capital of 
Duff town, where you will fi nd several distilleries off er-
ing interesting tours and the option to try a wee dram, 
or two. It would be rude not to.

Lewis, 
Outer Hebrides, Scotland

Glen Grant Distillery,
Rothes, Scotland
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LONDON D 4
London is mercurial; you could spend a lifetime getting 
to know it, then realise it’s changed again. Stretching 
back from the River Thames, its historic districts 
are crammed with sights. Add the pick of the world’s 
theatres, restaurants, sports venues and shops, and 
you’ll be reluctant to leave.

CANTERBURY D 4
Many consider the World Heritage–listed cathedral 
that dominates Canterbury’s centre to be one of 
Europe’s fi nest, and the town’s narrow medieval alley-
ways, riverside gardens and ancient city walls are a joy 
to explore.

CAMBRIDGE D 4
Bursting with exquisite architecture, exuding history 
and renowned for its quirky rituals, Cambridge is a 
university city extraordinaire, where book-laden 
cyclists negotiate cobbled passageways and great 
minds debate life-changing research in historic pubs.

Looking towards Big Ben,
London, England

W A L E SW A L E S

PEMBROKESHIRE B 4
The Pembrokeshire coast is what the world would look 
like if God were a geology teacher. On top of its natural 
assets, it has a wealth of forbidding castles, fascinating 
islands and Celtic and pre-Celtic sites.

CARDIFF C 4
Caught between an ancient fort and an ultramodern 
waterfront, compact Cardiff  seems to have surprised 
even itself with how interesting it has become since it 
was named Wales’ fi rst capital in 1955.

BRECON BE ACONS C 4
Where high mountain plateaus of grass and heather, 
their northern rims scalloped with glacier-scoured 
hollows, rise above wooded, waterfall-splashed valleys 
and green, rural landscapes of remote hamlets and 
whitewashed ancient churches.

SNOWDONIA C 3
Rugged mountain trails, historic train lines, World 
Heritage castles, rejuvenated seaside towns and a 
populated, yet glowering national park with Snowdon 
(1085m) – one of Britain’s most awe-inspiring moun-
tains – at its centre, this is Wales’ best-known and 
most visited slice of nature.

Caption or Credit Line
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Carew Castle,
Pembrokeshire, Wales
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EDINBURGH C 2
Draped across a series of rocky hills overlooking the 
sea, Edinburgh is one of Europe’s most beguiling 
cities. A deeply cultured but intrinsically down-to-earth 
capital, it is a place of loud pubs, decadent restaurants, 
beer-fuelled poets and foul-mouthed comedians.

GL ASGOW C 2
Glaswegians are proud of their working-class back-
ground, black humour and leftist traditions, and their 
city combines art, architecture, great food and night-
life, style, edgy urbanity and the people’s legendary 
friendliness in a captivating blend that will leave you 
wanting more.

BORDER ABBE YS C 2
The Borders region has had a rough history: centuries 
of war have left a battle-scarred landscape, encapsu-
lated by the magnifi cent ruins of the Border abbeys of 
Melrose, Jedburgh, Kelso and Dryburgh.

Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh, Scotland
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C O T S W O L D SC O T S W O L D S

COTSWOLDS C 4
Quintessential British countryside, the Cotswolds is 
where impossibly picturesque villages feature rose-
clad cottages, honey-coloured churches, pubs with 
fi ne ales and views of the lush, rolling green hills.

OXFORD C 4
For centuries, Oxford University’s brilliant minds and 
august institutions have made the city famous. It’s a 
revered world you’ll encounter as you stroll hushed 
college quads and cobbled lanes, discovering beautiful 
buildings, archaic traditions and stunning architecture.

STR ATFORD - UPON-AVON C 4
Just north of the Cotswolds, Stratford is the birthplace 
of the nation’s best-known dramatist, William Shake-
speare, and the town’s tight knot of Tudor streets form 
a living map of his life and times.Harvard House,

Stratford-upon-Avon, England
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STONEHENGE C 4
Welcome to Britain’s most iconic archaeological site – 
a haunting echo from a forgotten past. This compelling 
ring of monolithic stones has been attracting pilgrims, 
poets and philosophers for the last 5000 years and is 
still a mystical, ethereal place.

BATH C 4
Home to some of the nation’s grandest Georgian 
architecture – not to mention one of the world’s 
best-preserved Roman bathhouses – this sophisticat-
ed, snooty city, founded on top of natural hot springs, 
has been a tourist draw for nigh on 2000 years.

BRISTOL C 4
From Clifton’s iconic suspension bridge to Brunel’s 
groundbreaking steamship, the SS Great Britain, 
Bristol is a city awash with historical interest. But it is 
also known for its off beat, alternative character, with 
a wealth of art collectives, community-run cafes and 
music venues.

CORNWALL B 4
Blessed with the southwest’s wildest coastline and most 
breathtakingly beautiful beaches, this proudly inde-
pendent peninsula has always marched to its own tune.St Nicholas Market,

Bristol, England
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Budget: Less than £65
Dorm bed: £15–30 
Cheap meals in cafes and pubs: £7–11
Long-distance coach: £15–40

Midrange: £65–120
Double room in a midrange hotel or 
B&B: £65–130 (London: £100–200)
Main course in a midrange restaurant: 
£10–20
Long-distance train: £20–80

Top End: More than £120
Four-star hotel room: from £130 
(London: from £200)
Three-course meal in a good 
restaurant: £40
Car rental per day: from £35
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When to Go 
High Season: Jun–Aug
Ideal weather. Accommodation 
rates peak in August holidays. 
Busy roads, especially in coastal 
areas and national parks.

Shoulder Season:

Mar–May & Sep–Oct
Crowds reduce, prices fall and 
weather is often good. March to 
May: sunny spells and showers; 
September to October: chance of 
a late summer. For many outdoor 
activities, May and September 
are the best months.

Low Season: Nov–Feb
Wet and cold. Expect snow in the 
mountains and north. Opening 
hours reduced October to East-
er; some places shut for winter.

Coastal
Attractions p
From piers and wild tides to 
beach huts and Punch-and-Judy 
shows, the British coastline 
is a surprisingly diverse place 
to spend time whatever the 
weather.

õ  Scarborough (England, D3)

õ  Southwold (England, D4)

õ  Tongue (Scotland, C1)

õ  Llandudno (Wales, C3)

õ  Holkham Bay (England, D3)

õ  Gower Peninsula (Wales, C4) 
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Village
Idylls 
Whether it is architectural 
homogeneity, picture-perfect 
locations or eccentric locals 
that do it for you, you’re bound 
to find a perfect rural idyll.

U  Lacock (England, C4)

U  Culross (Scotland, C2)

U   Goathland (England, D3)

U  Mousehole (England, B4)

U  Lavenham (England, D4)

U  Beddgelert (Wales, C3)
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Great
Outdoors c
From Scotland’s epic isles, 
via adventure-packed Wales 
to the sublime Lake District, 
Britain offers an extraordinary 
diversity of terrain that begs 
to be explored.

è  Lake District (England, C3)

è  Outer Hebrides (Scotland, B1) 

è  Northumberland National Park 
(England, C3)

è  Snowdonia (Wales, C3) 

è  Ben Nevis (Scotland, C1)

è  Yorkshire Dales (England, C3)
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Art 
Galleries h
Covering every sort of creative 
endeavour, Britain's exceptional 
art galleries are often located in 
architecturally designed buildings 
that deserve recognition themselves.

  BALTIC (Newcastle, D2)

  Tate Modern & Tate Britain 
(London, D4)

  National Museum Cardiff  (C4)

  Kelvingrove Art Gallery
& Museum (Glasgow, C2) 

  Barber Institute of
Fine Arts (Birmingham, C3)

  V&A Museum of 
Design Dundee (C2)
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Cathedrals
& Abbeys 
While many cathedrals remain 
modern landmarks to this day, 
most of the abbeys didn’t last 
during the squabbling between 
the English, and well, everyone 
else.

Ü  York Minster (D3)

Ü  Melrose Abbey (D2)

Ü  St David’s Cathedral (St Davids, B4)

Ü  St Paul’s Cathedral (London, D4)

Ü  Canterbury Cathedral (D4) 

Ü   Fountains Abbey (Ripon, D3) 
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Castles & 
Stately Homes 
Whether it's an atmospheric 
ruin, stunning and seemingly 
impenetrable fortress or ornate 
stately home designed by the famous 
architect of the day, Britain off ers 
an extraordinary diversity of homes.

V   Tower of London (D4)

V  Chatsworth House (Bakewell, D3) 

V  Carreg Cennen 
(Brecon Beacons, C4)

V  Blenheim Palace (Woodstock, C4)

V  Edinburgh Castle (C3)

V  Beaumaris Castle (Anglesey, C3) 
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GREAT 
BRITAIN
P L A N N I N G  M A P

Discover Great Britain's top regional sights, and 
experience it through an inspiring list of themes
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Wheal Coates engine stack,
St Agnes, England
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Opening Hours C
Opening hours vary; the follow-
ing is a general guide.

Banks 9.30am to 4pm or 5pm 
Monday to Friday; some open 
9.30am to 1pm Saturday

Pubs & Bars 11am to 11pm 
Monday to Thursday, 11am to 1am 
Friday and Saturday, 12.30pm to 
11pm Sunday

Restaurants Noon to 3pm and 
6pm to 9pm (later in cities)

Shops 9am to 5.30pm (or 6pm 
in cities) Monday to Saturday, and 
often 11am to 5pm Sunday; big-
city convenience stores 
open 24/7
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